¢ Vancouver Board of Education
School District No. 39
ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT

1580 West Broadway
Vancouver, B.C. V6] 5K8

January 8, 2016

M. A. Islam, President

Mother Language Lovers of the World Society of BC
7121 147 Street

Surrey, BC

V2S4P7

RE: The inclusion of International Mother Language Day in the Vancouver School District
Dear Mr. Islam,

| am writing to you in regarding your presentation to the Vancouver School Board standing committee

on Wednesday, December 2, 2015. You presented a request on behalf of the Mother Language Lovers of

the World Society of BC to include International Mother Language Day (February 21%) as part of

the district’s school calendar and reviewed an action plan for implementation of International Mother Language Day in
district schools. Following discussion, the Committee agreed to refer this item to staff to further research on the
processes and practices for declaring days of special significance; and to report back to the Committee, at an
appropriate time, with a recommendation.

At the January 6, 2016 of the committee your request was further reviewed. 1 trust you will be pleased that the
Vancouver Board of Education will promote International Mother Language Day in alighment with the models of
neighbouring Districts, and in accordance with our practices for acknowledging recognized days. International Mother
Language Day has been added to our web based district calendar of events and educational resources for schools may
be shared through the internal teacher district curricular communique.

if you have a specific curricular resource for educators that is available in PDF format that you would like to share with
the District, | welcome you to send this to Ms. Barbara Anderson, Education Coordinator for review. Ms. Anderson can
be contacted at banderson@vsb.bc.ca.

Thank you for sharing your work with respect to International Mother Language Day with our District.

Sincerely,

Julie Pearce
Associate Superintendent

cc. VBE Trustees
Scott Robinson, Superintendent of Schools
Guy Bonnefoy, Interim Secretary Treasurer
Barbara Anderson, Education Coordinator



